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Attracting and retaining young people to the pulp and paper industry
EU project “Turn the Page” concludes

On 15 February 2022, the Final Conference marked the conclusion of the two-year EU project “Turn
the Page” — Recruitment strategies to attract young talents in the paper industry (project
VS/2020/0016).

“Turn the Page” was launched in March 2020 by the Confederation of European Paper Industries (Cepi)
in cooperation with IndustriAll European Trade Union. Supported by national partners in
Belgium, Finland, Germany, Italy and Poland and by Spin360 as technical partner, its main goal was to
develop an overall strategy to attract and retain young people to the pulp and paper sector.

"The European pulp & paper industry is a green, highly innovative and increasingly digital sector,
offering many exciting job and career opportunities. However, this is not commonly known. Turn The
Page allowed us to develop solutions and tools to communicate in a way that is matching the needs
and expectations of the young generation” said Jori Ringman, Director General of Cepi at the opening
of the event.

Luc Triangle, General Secretary of industriAll Europe added: “Attractive and future-proof jobs in the
pulp and paper sector are a common concern for employers and trade unions. Strong social dialogue
will be key for quality working conditions and attractive workplaces, and for addressing skills needs.
As social partners, we will continue our work on this at the different levels.”

During the two years, the project has achieved important outcomes that can be used across all Europe,
such as:

e The creation of an interactive Best Practice Toolkit for paper companies, education and
training providers, unions and associations providing recommendations and concrete best
practices to attract and retain young workers.

e A dedicated website with information on the sector, including a list of paper related schools
and courses across the EU, descriptions of job profiles specific for the paper industry, as well
as video testimonials of young people working in the industry.

e Success stories from dedicated events organized in the four partner countries that brought
young students in contact with the industry, outlining job opportunities and sharing
experiences about working in the paper industry.

Supported by Technical partner Country partners
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The final conference was attended by 100 representatives of the European Commission, the European
Centre for the Development of Vocational Training (CEDEFOP), paper producers, trade unions, VET
providers as well as young people working in the industry. During the conference, project results were
presented and discussed with sectoral stakeholders on how to further enhance the attractiveness of
the paper sector and set the way forward.

To find out more, visit the Turn the Page project website: www.turnthepageproject.eu.

Note to editor: About industriAll Europe:

For press inquiries to Cepi, please contact Piotr Pogorzelski, IndustriAll Europe represents the voice of 7 million working
Media Relations Manager, at men and women across supply chains in manufacturing,

E: mining and energy sectors across Europe. We aim to protect
T:+32.4.95.12.67.88 and advance the rights of workers. Our federation has 181

trade union affiliates in 38 European countries. Our objective
About Cepi: is to be a powerful player in the European political arena vis-
a-vis European companies, European industries, employers’
Cepi is the European association representing the paper associations and European institutions.

industry. We offer a wide range of renewable and recyclable
industriAll Europe website

wood-based fibre solutions to EU citizens: from packaging to
textile, hygiene and tissue products, printing and graphic
papers as well as speciality papers, but also bio-chemicals for
food and pharmaceuticals, bio-composites and bioenergy.

Cepi is the European association representing the paper
industry. We offer a wide range of renewable and recyclable
wood-based fibre solutions to EU citizens: from packaging to
textile, hygiene and tissue products, printing and graphic
papers as well as speciality papers, but also bio-chemicals for
food and pharmaceuticals, bio-composites and bioenergy. We
are a responsible industry: 85% of our raw materials are
sourced in Europe and certified as sustainable, 92% of the
water we use is returned in good condition to the environment.
We are the world champion in recycling at the rate of 73.9%. At
the forefront of the decarbonisation and industrial
transformation of our economy, we embrace digitalisation and
bring 18.5 billion value addition to the European economy and
€4.5 billion investments annually. Through its 18 national
associations, Cepi gathers 495 companies operating 895 mills
across Europe and directly employing more than 180,000
people.

More information about our sustainability performance here.
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